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                                    Chesterfield Select Board Minutes  

         Monday, October 23, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. 

      Town Office Building - 422 Main Road 

 
Mr. Fuller called the Select Board meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
  
Select Board Members Present:  Roger Fuller, Trish Colson-Montgomery and Don Willard III 
 
Select Board Members Participating Remotely:   
 
Town Administrator Present via ZOOM:  Brenda Lessard 
 
Public Officials Present: Larry Cervelli and Joe Gazillo, MVP (Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness) Executive 
Committee 
 

Public Officials Present via ZOOM:   
 
General Public Present:  Jon Parrott, Dave Christopolis and Denise LeDuc, Hilltown Community Development 
Corp. (HCDC) 
 
General Public Present via ZOOM:  
 
Recorder of Minutes:  Brenda Lessard 
 
On March 29, 2023, Governor Healey signed into law a supplemental budget bill, which, among other things, 
extends the temporary provisions pertaining to the Open Meeting Law to March 31, 2025. Specifically, this 
further extension allows public bodies to continue holding meetings remotely without a quorum of the public 
body physically present at a meeting location, and to provide "adequate, alternative" access to remote meetings. 
The language does not make any substantive changes to the Open Meeting Law other than extending the 
expiration date of the temporary provisions regarding remote meetings from March 31, 2023 to March 31, 2025. 
 
This meeting was conducted with ZOOM access for the public.  
 
Addition to Agenda:  

 Jon Parrott re: Ash Tree Removal and MVP Grants: 

 Mr. Parrott came to the meeting to speak briefly to the Select Board. He had spoken with the Tree 
 Warden about the MVP Grant program and the Town ash trees, which was discussed at the last Select 
 Board meeting on October 11. Mr. Parrott would like to have the Select Board support the removal of 
 town ash trees that are being decimated by the Ash Borer Beetle. Mr. Parrott would like to see the state 
 give out grants to the towns to remove their town ash trees and have them milled into flooring which can 
 be used for Habitat for Humanity or low-income housing. There would be a reuse of the trees. It was 
 suggested to discuss the idea with the new Director of Rural Affairs. Mr. Parrott noted that any letter of 
 support should be submitted by mid-December. Mr. Willard asked if the Town could pull out if it appears 
 the Town will need to pay for the removal of the trees. Mr. Parrott stated that he understood that there 
 would be no commitment that require the Town to follow through. The Select Board are supportive of the 
 idea but would like to see grants pay for the removal so there is no financial burden to the town. Mr. 
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 Parrott will send the Town Administrator the link to send the towns support and a Notice of Intent to the 
 MVP program.  
 Recreation Committee and Halloween:   
  Mr. Willard reported that the Village Green is unable to provide the pumpkins for the Recreation 
 Committee for Halloween. He did hear from Mark Larareo that Wanczyk has the size pumpkins the Town 
 is looking for.  
 
 Paving at Community Center: 
 Mr. Willard has been speaking with Darryl Weyant about the paving. Mr. Fuller stated that several more 
 price proposals for the paving should be obtained. Some suggestion on who to contact were given to Mr. 
 Willard to relay to Mr. Weyant.  
  
3:30 P.M.: Dave Christopolis and Denise LeDuc, HCDC (Hilltown Community Dev. Corp.) 

 FY21 Closeout: 

 Mr. Christopolis brought over some paperwork to be signed by the Select Board for closing out the FY21 
 CDBG Grant. Mr. Fuller signed the paperwork 
 11 Bryant Street:  
 Mr. Christopolis reported that the information he had received regarding the property being foreclosed 
 upon was not entirely true. Ruby Realty had the mortgage on the property assigned to them from the 
 owners of 11 Bryant Street. Ruby Realty paid off the lender but the lien was never paid. There was no 
 foreclosure. Now Ruby  Realty wants to sell the property and the title is not clear due to the lien. Mr. 
 Christopolis will reach out to EOHLC to see what they suggest. He is not sure they can collect from 
 the new owners, as the lien was not in their name; The Select Board opined that the lien is on the 
 property not the people. As far as the amount that is owed, the Select Board opine that the amount due 
 would be from 2020 when Ruby Realty took over the mortgage which is $22,337.33. As there is more 
 information that has been found, Mr. Christopolis will reach out to EOHLC to see what they suggest. 
 Public Hearing for November 6 re: CDBG Grant: 
 Ms. LeDuc reported that It Takes a Village has backed out of receiving funding through the CDBG Grant 
 program. The funds that are available are now being split between the Hilltown Elder Network and the 
 Food Pantry. She also reported that more information will be discussed the the public hearing at the next 
 Select Board meeting.  
 

4:00 P.M.: MVP-Larry Cervelli and Joe Gazillo: 
Mr. Cervelli and Mr. Gazillo had requested to be added to the agenda to discuss the contract between the HCDC 
and the Town and the MVP Grant. The HCDC will be a consultant for the grant. The Select Board reviewed the 
contract and Mr. Fuller signed it.   
 

Warrants: 
The Select Board reviewed and signed the W24-09, WP24-09 and WBB24-09.  
 
Reports: 
 Edwards Museum Updates: 
 Mr. Fuller is awaiting two revised change orders.  It was noted that the painting of the building is 
 complete. Mr. Fuller would like to see the project wrapped up soon. Shutters still need to be installed 
 and the latticework on the porch.   
 

 Access Road by Center Cemetery:  
 Mr. Fuller reported that he and Matt Smith had met with the homeowner at 23 North Road. The  
 homeowner has agreed to pay for the materials to fix the access road and the Highway Department will 
 do the work. An agreement will be drawn up and signed by all parties. 
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 MVP and DLTA (District of Local Technical Assistance) Grant:   
 Ms Colson-Montgomery reported that the DLTA grant will be used to make a video of the conditions 
 of the buildings at the Town Office and the Fire Department. PVPC (Pioneer Valley Planning 
 Commission) will do the video. Mr. Willard will reach out to Chief Hewes to get some firefighters to be 
 interviewed. Some names were given to Ms Lessard who will set up the contact information for the 
 PVPC.  
 
 School Updates: 
 Mr. Willard reported that he is the new All Districts Committee Chair. There are some important meeting 
 coming up for the schools in regards to the Superintendents contract renewal. Mr. Willard also reported 
 that there is some money in an account that was for school stability. Lindsay Sabadosa will be 
 testifying on the Town’s behalf to allow that money to be used by the NHRES (New Hingham Regional 
 Elementary School). The principal at the school is looking for the plans to see what size and shape the oil 
 tank is. They need that information to be available for the oil deliveries. Mr. Fuller opined the school 
 should have those plans or the Fire Department or Building Inspector could be asked.  
 

Town Administrator Report: 

 Police Department Room: 

 Martin’s Flooring came. He came with his installer, not a carpenter as he had stated. They looked 
 at floor and are still recommending a carpenter. A carpenter still needs to look at the floor. Some 
 other suggestions of contacts were given to Ms Lessard. Steven Rida has not come yet to look at 
 the floor. Derek Graves came and looked at the electrical work but has not supplied a proposal 
 yet.  
 
 Website Annual Support: 

 The SOW  (Statement of Work) needs to be signed and sent to CivicPlus. They agreed to keep 
 the price as it is for this year with the needed increase for next year and then subject to 3% 
 annual increase after the bump. Mr. Fuller noted that FY25 price is higher than it should be. Ms 
 Lessard will look into that with Civic Plus. 
 
 Locks at COA: 
 Florence Lock and Key will be doing the lock changes at the Council on Aging on Wednesday, 
 October 25.  
 

 Green Communities Report: 

 Ms Lessard is working on this with some help from PVPC 
 
 WCPO Internet: 

 Mr. West is having the internet turned off at the West Chesterfield Post Office building.  
 

 Municibid: 

 All the surplus highway items have been listed. The auctions ends on November 3.  
 
 Elevator Inspection at COA: 

 This is the year for the elevator inspection. Ms Lessard has set up the pre-inspection for 
 November 21 at 8 a.m. Jan has requested she can be there so she can discuss some issues she 
 has with the lift. 
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Questions regarding the Historical Home Survey: 
Ms Cinner has sent her responses to the Select Board. The Select Board will discuss at a later date.  
 

Adjourn: 
Ms Colson-Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Mr. Willard and unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting 
at 6:34 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 
 


